At dioestrus 2, the follicles that will ovulate have been selected and can be recognized on the basis of their bigger size.
or whether there is a resting pool of preantral follicles from which follicles are recruited only during oestrus (Greenwald, 1973 (Greenwald, , 1974 Osman, 1985 
Materials and Methods
The histological material previously used and the follicle counts made earlier (Osman, 1985) (Fig. 1) .
The sum of all follicles entering class 1 during the 5 days of the cycle represents the number of follicles involved in antral (Fig. 3a top panel) .
From the group of healthy follicles present at oestrus, only a small part will become atretic within 24 h (Fig. 3c, When the number of follicles that disappear from the ovaries in one cycle is known, it is possible to determine the lower border of the duration of the stage of early atresia. Pedersen (1970 Pedersen ( , 1972 (Mandi and Zuckerman 1952, 87-200 x 5 µ 3; Pedersen, 1970 Pedersen, , 1972 Pedersen, 1970; Welschen, 1973; Butcher et al, 1984; Osman, 1985 
